http://phlebologyfoundation.org/0902_Conference_3.pdf
Hemodynamics Conference

Relevance and Importance of the Topic

Superficial Venous Hemodynamics is at the very core of our understanding of venous

disease, and heretofore has been a major “learning gap” or knowledge gap for most

phlebologists in the U.S. There exists a significant subset of patients with much more

complicated superficial venous disease pathophysiology than simply great or small

saphenous reflux. This segment of patients therefore demand more exacting

diagnostic testing to elucidate their complex venous pathophysiology in order to plan

appropriate treatment modalities while preserving as much normal venous outflow as

possible. Destruction of normal venous pathways in such patients often leads to very

poor cosmetic outcomes, which may be more bothersome to patients than their

original symptoms. Highly targeted therapy based on detailed analyses of duplex

findings can render patients asymptomatic with a much better cosmetic outcome

than will a more generalized attack on saphenous outflow. As treatment of superficial

venous disease becomes ever more sophisticated in the U.S., better analysis of

detailed duplex diagnostic information will require much greater understanding of

superficial venous pathophysiology than is currently taught in the U.S. In Europe,

there are centers that have made dramatic advances in the understanding of

superficial venous pathophysiology, including in France, Spain, and Italy. Two of the

world’s leaders in this field are Claude Franceschi from France, and Paolo Zamboni of

Italy. Both have extensive experience in the field of venous hemodynamics, including

the teaching of these principles in Paris, France and at the University of Ferrara, Italy

and in courses mostly held in Europe. The American College of Phlebology

Foundation has awarded a grant that provides the opportunity to bring these two

professors, in collaboration with Attilio Cavezzi, to the U.S. for a first-ever Venous

Hemodyamics course.
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